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Loving God and loving our community





Swindon Youth for Christ Statement of Faith
(Based on the Youth for Christ International Statement of Faith)

We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible authoritative Word of God.

We believe in the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in his virgin birth, and in his sinless life, in his miracles, in his vicarious and atoning death, in his bodily resurrection, in his ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in his personal return in power and glory.

We believe that the salvation of the lost and sinful people is by the grace of God through faith and the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a Godly life.

We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost: they that are saved unto the resurrection of life, and they that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation.

We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in Christ.

MISSION STATEMENT OF YOUTH FOR CHRIST INTERNATIONAL
To participate in the body of Christ in the responsible evangelism of youth, presenting them with the person, work and teachings of Christ, and discipling them into the Church.

VISION STATEMENT OF YOUTH FOR CHRIST IN BRITAIN 

To take Good News relevantly to every young person in Britain.

VISION STATEMENT OF SWINDON YOUTH FOR CHRIST

Working in partnership to take the Good News relevantly to every young person in Swindon.
Swindon Youth for Christ Ethos Statement

The ethos of Swindon Youth for Christ emerges from the Statement of Faith and from a desire and motivation to express God’s love to those outside the organisation and to reflect this love internally in our relationships with one another.  The motivation of those who work for Swindon Youth for Christ comes from and flows out of the context of Christian faith and is seen as an expression of that faith. 

The Christian’s motivation to express the love of Christ in his/her life affects not just the nature of the work he/she is involved in but in the way he/she behaves and relates to others. This should lead to a vocational and relational lifestyle characterised and driven by faith in God, touching the lives of others through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

The motivation for our mission comes from Christ’s love compelling believers and is therefore rooted in our faith in Christ. This faith produces a distinctive heart attitude of love. 

As this attitude and motivation come only from a relationship with Christ, it becomes a genuine occupational requirement that our staff are committed Christians. Roles that have significant leadership or representational responsibilities, or that are central to fulfilling our aims and purposes or developing and maintaining our Christian ethos, will always be held by committed evangelical Christians. Youth for Christ will work at its best when staff work to a common purpose. 

Swindon Youth for Christ recognise that it is essential that these attitudes and behaviours mark our work. We expect our staff to act in good faith and with loyalty to that relational ethos and to Christian standards of behaviour.

Notwithstanding this, Swindon Youth for Christ is committed to diversity amongst its staff and volunteers and will not discriminate on grounds that are unrelated to our ethos.
Faringdon Baptist Church Statement of Faith

  

1.     God

There is one God, who exists eternally in three distinct but equal persons: The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. God is unchangeable in his holiness, justice, wisdom and love. He is the almighty Creator, Saviour and Judge, who sustains and governs all things according to His sovereign will for His own glory.

 

2.     The Bible

God has revealed himself in the Bible, which consists of the Old and New Testaments alone. Every word was inspired by God through human authors, so that the Bible as originally given is in its entirety the Word of God, without error and fully reliable in fact and doctrine. The Bible alone speaks with final authority and is always sufficient for all matters of belief and practice.

 

3.     The Human Race

All men and women, being created in the image of God, have inherent and equal dignity and worth. Their greatest purpose is to obey, worship and love God. As a result of the fall of our first parents, every aspect of human nature has been corrupted and all men and women are without spiritual life, guilty sinners and hostile to God. Every person is therefore under the 
just condemnation of God and needs to be born again, forgiven and reconciled to God in order to know and please Him.

 

4.     The Lord Jesus Christ

The Lord Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of a virgin, and lived a sinless life in obedience to the Father. He taught with authority and all His words are true. On the cross He died in the place of sinners, bearing God’s punishment for their sin, redeeming them by his blood. He rose from the dead and in His resurrection body ascended into heaven where He is exalted as Lord of all. He intercedes for His people in the presence of the Father.

 

5.     Salvation

Salvation is entirely a work of God’s grace and cannot be earned or deserved. It has been accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ and is offered to all in the Gospel. God in His love forgives sinners whom He calls, granting them repentance and faith. All who believe in Christ are justified by faith alone, adopted into the family of God and receive eternal life.

 

6.     The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit has been sent from heaven to glorify Christ and to apply His work of salvation. He convicts sinners, imparts spiritual life and gives a true understanding of the Scriptures. He lives in all believers, and brings assurance of salvation and produces increasing likeness to Christ. He builds up the Church and empowers its members for worship, service and mission.

 

7.     The Church

The universal Church is a body of which Christ is the head and to which all who are saved belong. It is made visible in local churches, which are congregations of believers who are committed to each other for the worship of God, the preaching of the Word, the administration of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, for pastoral care and discipline, and for evangelism. The unity of the body of Christ is expressed within and between churches by mutual love, care and encouragement. True fellowship between churches exists only where they are faithful to the gospel.

 

8.     Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper have been given to the churches by Christ as visible signs of the gospel. Christian Baptism is the Baptism of Believers; it is a symbol of union with Christ and entry into His Church but does not impart spiritual life. The Lord’s Supper is a commemoration of Christ’s sacrifice offered once for all and involves no change in the bread and wine. All its blessings are received by faith.

 

9.     The Future

The Lord Jesus Christ will return in Glory. He will raise the dead and judge the world in righteousness. Those not born again will be sent to eternal punishment. All who believe in Christ will be welcomed into a life of eternal joy in fellowship with God, who will make all things new and will be glorified forever.

VISION STATEMENT OF FARINGDON BAPTIST CHURCH

To grow in relationship with God, in witness, service, and numerically.

To glorify God and hold out to our community the hope that is in Jesus.
We seek to be a church that:
Has the Lord Jesus Christ at the centre of all we do.
Is a community that welcomes and befriends all people.
Provides services which help people to worship God.
Offers good quality, Bible based, and personally relevant teaching.
Provides fellowship, pastoral care and support.
Provides nurturing and mentoring to help us grow in our faith, Godly character, and Christian lifestyle.
Is active, known, and valued for being relevant and making a difference within the local community, including the new developments and the surrounding villages.
Is active and creative in sharing the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ including working with other Churches and Christians within the Community.
Is prayerful – providing times of corporate prayer and encouraging prayer in other ways.
Holds an orthodox view of marriage, sexuality and gender.
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